Atlanta
December 1, 1969

Dear Jack,

This is a memorandum on cursntiwer work that should serve
as n !:sa.sis of discussion at the steering committee meeting next
Tuacsday. Please see to it that my coples shsuld be sent to
atoering committee members and PC and NEC people. Also if you
think that Gus should be invited to this meet you should
invite him.

(1) While we do not weant to draw a specific tactical or
orgsnizational line, ecertain lemons must be drawn as we proceed
in this work. The basic frsmewerk that we have declded upon at the
lasst steering committee and at the cm&ntien fraction meeting
needs to be expanded, e geeially in the light of increased op~
pertunities for black antiwer work flowing from the new upsurge
in antiwar sentiment and action.

(?) While our own intervention in this area should be
ceisarily student crleanted we sheuld do this work in a way that
will {caak people the correct way of reaching out to broader
sections of the black community.

(%) (Lr use of the Yietnam 8olidarty appromch to any degree
. ? 0 -JI}!'::.,; and ;
must »~‘¥’?""‘: Wwe will want to ori around a & ght brinr the
roops home now line fer obvious reuens, unless myeaa thinks
that the rank and file of the black community supports the RLF.
If we are to provide a correct lesson on how to orgamize the black
community and end the war, we must drop the Vietnam Solidarity
!gigraach. We muat note that Hutchings in the Guardisn talks
ut building of these Sclidarity committees a5 an 1lmportant

part of the Guardian's plsn for building a pro-PRG faction
within the entiwar coalition. We have been buildiag on an opponent
line for the antiwar movesnt.

(4) Ve will want to maintain tacticsl and organizatimmal
flexibility and where it is immediately impossible to build inde-
pendent black membership or coditions te bring the troops home,
or invdvement of black imdividuals and orgsnizations in multi-
nationsl coalitions against the war, we will want to be open to
working to bulld black antiwar actions thapugh other black
organigations such as BE8U's. Howevay we must see this work as a

temporary tactical criemtatiom toward building antiwar organizatione.
(5) The action and construction of black antiwar formations must

take full adventage of the natiomal sntiwar movement and ocur
apparatus, especimlly the 8MC. This flows from both practical

and political considerations. Practially, we must use the SKHC's

roots in the campus and other facilities to publicise blak antiwar



-

actions. SMC and the Parade Committee reached and brought to
Washington uncomparably more blacks end Puerto Ricans than

the New York Sogidarity Committee. Alsc, our only highly success-
ful work in this srea has been in FPhiladelphia, where we worked
as the black subcompmittee of the SMC, FPclifically, we will want
our black antiwsr work to help build the nmases sction, immediate
withdrawal, nonexclusionary, democratic deeision making wing

¢f the asntiwaer movement against ultraleft and reformist opponents,

(6) We ¢ o not project any black national coalition J or
organization in this field.

(7) Internally this work shald be done #m directly through
cur antiwar fractions as well as the YSA NO which is in charge
of black work.

Comradely,

8/Tony Thomas



